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FADE IN:

INT. COLLEGE HOUSE - LIVING ROOM/KITCHEN - NIGHT

A crowd of about 50 college students in a tightly packed 
house. They each hold a beer or a red plastic cup. Some 
packed cardboard boxes line the wall and a banner reads 
"CLASS of 2015."

MIRANDA (22, dark hair, dark eyes, always looks like she's 
thinking) dances with a group of people near a laptop with 
an open Spotify window that blasts TOP 40 MUSIC. 

She sees LILY (22) and jumps into her arms, planting a quick 
peck on her lips. They giggle together for a moment, until 
Lily notices another group of people and rushes to them, 
leaving Miranda alone. 

Miranda stands alone in the center of the room. Her eyes 
dart around the room, flashes of longing and sadness on her 
face as her brow furrows. She sips her drink and watches 
other people laughing.

Miranda finishes her drink as she walks into the KITCHEN.

Miranda pours herself another drink in the kitchen. The door 
is open to the porch outside, where Lily stands and notices 
Miranda.

LILY
Miranda, hey! Come outside with us!

Miranda looks up and holds up her index finger, indicating 
that she'll be out in a minute. She takes a sip of her new 
drink, puts it down, and then adds more vodka to it. She 
takes the drink and dances her way outside.

EXT. COLLEGE HOUSE - CONTINUOUS

MIRANDA
Hey guys!

LILY
Miranda Randa, hello, my lady love.

Miranda drapes an arm around Lily, who is standing with AMAL 
(22) and GRANT (22).

MIRANDA
Hey, girl. Hey, Grant.
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GRANT
Hey, Miranda.

Grant playfully nudges Miranda's shoulder. Miranda looks up 
and he eyes her flirtatiously. She smiles back before 
turning her gaze away.

AMAL
Hey, I actually don't think we've 
ever met before. I'm Amal.

Amal reaches her hand out to Miranda and Miranda gently 
shakes it.

MIRANDA
Wow, night before graduation and 
still making new friends. Crazy.

AMAL
Wait, actually, did you work on the 
lit magazine?

MIRANDA
Oh, like freshman year. I took 
pictures.

AMAL
Right! I think we met then.

Miranda does not recognize Amal, and she shoots Lily a look 
that says that, but she courteously goes along with their 
reunion. Miranda gives Amal a loose hug.

MIRANDA
Oh, right! Hey, girl!

AMAL
So do you still do photo stuff?

MIRANDA
Oh, not really. I'm a history major.

LILY
I've barely seen Miranda this last 
semester. She's been so busy studying 
for the LSATs.

MIRANDA
sarcastic( )

Yeah it's been a real party!

Miranda does a silly dance and everyone laughs.
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GRANT
Wow, the LSATs. So you're going to 
law school?

MIRANDA
I guess so.

AMAL
My dad would love for me to go to law 
school. 

Miranda stiffens at mention of the word "dad."

AMAL (cont'd)
You know, being a lawyer, something 
stable and everything.

MIRANDA
Yeah, that's the idea.

Miranda takes a sip of her drink.

AMAL
Your parents must be really proud of 
you. 

Miranda fidgets and looks outside the circle of the 
conversation. She does not want to be there.

MIRANDA
Oh, yeah.

Miranda finishes her drink by chugging it quickly. Everyone 
in the circle shifts uncomfortably. 

MIRANDA (cont'd)
I'm gonna get another drink? Anyone 
want anything?

Lily tries to pull Miranda to the side.

LILY
Miranda...

Miranda does not follow Lily, and instead walks toward the 
inside of the house.

GRANT
I'll come with you.

MIRANDA
Great.

Lily squeezes Miranda's hand as she walks away.

(CONTINUED)
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MIRANDA (cont'd)
to Lily( )

I'm fine.
to Amal( )

Nice meeting you. Again.

AMAL
You too.

Grant waves to Amal and Lily, and follows Miranda inside the 
house.

INT. COLLEGE HOUSE - KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

Miranda leads Grant to the counter filled with an assortment 
of half-empty liquor bottles and liters of soda. Miranda 
picks up the bottle of vodka and offers it to Grant.

GRANT
Sure, thanks.

Grant pours a splash of vodka in his cup.

GRANT (cont'd)
Are you okay?

Grant hands the vodka back to Miranda.

MIRANDA
Yeah, why wouldn't I be?

Miranda pours at least double the amount of vodka in her cup 
as Grant poured in his. She smiles at Grant.

GRANT
Miranda, I think you're great.

MIRANDA
Thanks, Grant. You're great too.

Miranda quickly leans in for a kiss. He pulls back and looks 
at her. She offers a coy smile, and he leans in to kiss her 
more.

CUT TO:

INT. GRANT'S ROOM - NIGHT

Miranda and Grant are sloppily making out in Grant's bed. 
She starts groping at his belt buckle. Grant pulls her hands 
back up to his neck. They kiss more, and then Miranda goes 
for his pants again.
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GRANT
Miranda, are you sure you don't want 
to slow down?

Miranda shakes her head no.

GRANT (cont'd)
Are you sure?

MIRANDA
Yeah, I'm sure.

Grant considers, and then continues at full speed. He starts 
kissing her again. He pulls off Miranda's shirt and she 
unbuttons his pants.

CUT TO:

INT. GRANT'S ROOM - LATER

Miranda and Grant lie in his bed, post-sex, with Grant's arm 
heavily draped across Miranda. Miranda's eyes are wide open, 
staring at the ceiling as Grant sleeps. She looks up at him 
and starts to move, but can't move easily without getting up 
from under his arm. Her shifting wakes him up.

GRANT
Hey.

MIRANDA
Hey. I should probably get going. 

GRANT
Yeah? You sure you don't want to 
sleep a little more?

MIRANDA
Yeah, I mean with graduation and 
everything, I should get ready.

GRANT
Ok. I'll see you around?

MIRANDA
Maybe.

Miranda gets up and out of bed before Grant has a chance to 
kiss her.

GRANT
Right. Well, see you around, maybe, 
then.

(CONTINUED)
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Miranda slips into her dress from the night before and 
leaves Grant alone in bed.

EXT. COLLEGE CAMPUS - EARLY MORNING

Miranda walks through campus in the dim light of dawn. She 
stops at a POND in the middle of campus. She stands by the 
water and a few tears fall from her eyes. She rubs them away 
and pulls out her PHONE. She opens the CAMERA APP and takes 
a few photos of the pond.

Miranda reaches for a few stones on the ground. She tosses 
them into the pond. She skips the last one across the 
surface of the water. She smiles as the sun rises across 
from her.

CUT TO:

EXT. COLLEGE QUAD - DAY

Miranda, decked out in a cap and gown, smiles as she climbs 
a stage set up in the middle of campus. CLASS DEANS sit on 
stage and a crowd of STUDENTS and FAMILIES watches from 
below.

CLASS DEAN
Miranda Stein.

Miranda shakes the Class Dean's hand and raises the diploma 
above her head as if it's a trophy. Lily laughs from the 
crowd of other students. Grant smiles at Miranda too. 
Miranda revels in the attention. 

She looks into the crowd of parents and smiles at DIANE 
(50s, attractive, put together), who sits alone and waves to 
her daughter.

Miranda is ushered off the stage. She lingers at the bottom 
of steps, unsure of where to go.

EXT. SUBARU - DAY

The Subaru is parked outside a small ROW HOUSE, where 
Miranda is leaving carrying a cardboard box filled to the 
brim. Diane helps Miranda pack the box into the trunk of the 
already nearly filled car.

MIRANDA
Well, that's the last of it.

Lily walks down the street. She and Miranda embrace.
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LILY
I'll talk to you soon, okay?

Miranda nods.

MIRANDA
Mm hmm. 

Miranda gets in the passenger seat with Diane in the 
driver's seat. Diane starts the car.

INT. SUBARU - LATER

Diane drives the car on the FREEWAY. Miranda leans her head 
against the window as she plays with her graduation cap in 
her lap. NPR plays on the radio in the background.

DIANE
Sweetie, look at you. A college 
graduate!

MIRANDA
Yep.

DIANE
How does it feel?

MIRANDA
Really weird. 

DIANE
It must have been sad to say goodbye 
to everyone.

Miranda shifts in her seat.

MIRANDA
Yeah, it was.

DIANE
So, Lily is going to be in Boston?

MIRANDA
Yep, she has a job there.

DIANE
That's so exciting.

MIRANDA
Yeah, she's doing what she wants. I'm 
really happy for her.

(CONTINUED)
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DIANE
And I'm sure she'll come back and 
visit you in New York.

MIRANDA
Maybe. 

DIANE
Rachel's graduation was last week, 
right? So she'll be home now?

MIRANDA
No, she's in Europe for a month.

DIANE
Oh. What about Aiden?

MIRANDA
I don't know, we've kind of lost 
touch recently.

DIANE
Hmm, so what are you going to do, 
you've got no one to play with?

Diane playfully rubs Miranda's leg. Miranda is not enjoying 
this conversation.

MIRANDA
sarcastic( )

I don't know, Mom. I guess I'm all 
alone.

DIANE
Oh, no you're not. You've got me to 
hang out with.

Miranda reluctantly smiles.

DIANE (cont'd)
Plus, you'll have some time to think 
about jobs.

MIRANDA
Mom-

Miranda leans back and puts her feet up on the dashboard.

DIANE
You know Carol's office is looking 
for a paralegal.

MIRANDA
I know. You told me already.

(CONTINUED)

CONTINUED:
8.



DIANE
Did you send her an email?

Miranda turns toward the window.

MIRANDA
No. Not yet.

DIANE
Miranda-

MIRANDA
I will.

DIANE
Miranda, this is your future. I wish 
you'd show a little more interest in 
it.

MIRANDA
I know. I will.

DIANE
All right, well I don't know if 
you're still planning on taking the 
LSAT this summer but-

Miranda sits up quickly.

MIRANDA
Mom, I've been studying. I'm doing 
it. It's fine.

Diane turns to look at Miranda, who rests her head on the 
window again. Diane doesn't push the subject any further and 
returns her attention to the road.

Miranda leans forward and switches the radio from NPR to a 
music station.

DIANE
Hey, we do not turn off Terry Gross 
in this car.

Miranda continues flipping through channels as Diane 
protests. A clip of WHITNEY HOUSTON'S "I HAVE NOTHING" plays 
before Miranda switches to another station.

DIANE (cont'd)
Oh, hold on, go back.

MIRANDA
What?

(CONTINUED)
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DIANE
You know I can't pass up Whitney.

Miranda laughs and turns the station back. Diane performs 
along to the song with over-exaggerated bravado. 

MIRANDA
Look at you, Mom!

DIANE
Hey, where do you think you get your 
karaoke skills from?

MIRANDA
I know! I just haven't seen a real 
diva performance from you in a long 
time.

On the chorus, Diane grabs Miranda's hand and scream-sings 
at her. Miranda laughs and can't help but join in.

The song continues playing.

CUT TO:

EXT. SUBARU - NIGHT

The Subaru drives along the Henry Hudson Parkway.

The Subaru turns onto West 96th street and drives through 
the Upper West Side of Manhattan.

The Suabru pulls up in front of a building, and Miranda and 
Diane unload the car.

INT. DIANE'S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Classically and comfortably decorated, neat but lived-in. 
Miranda and Diane sit under throw blankets on a plush 
sectional couch. They balance take-out containers of Thai 
food on their laps. The end of "THE APARTMENT" plays on the 
TV in front of them.

DIANE
I love this movie.

MIRANDA
Me too.

Diane rests her head on the back cushion and her eyes start 
to sleepily blink shut. Miranda doesn't notice. She's 
immersed in the movie.

(CONTINUED)

CONTINUED:
10.



On the TV screen, Shirley MacLaine tells Jack Lemmon to 
"shut up and deal" and the movie ends. Miranda sits in 
silence staring at the screen for a beat.

MIRANDA (cont'd)
Mom, do you ever feel... lonely? A 
little bit?

Miranda turns to look at Diane, but Diane is fast asleep on 
the couch. Miranda sighs. She takes the take-out container 
from Diane's lap and sets it down on the coffee table. She 
stands and shuts the light off.

INT. DIANE'S APARTMENT - HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

Miranda meanders through the tight hallway that leads from 
the living room to the bedrooms. She stretches her arms out 
and strokes the walls as she walks. 

Childhood pictures of Miranda line the walls. Miranda 
studies them.

INT. DIANE'S APARTMENT - MIRANDA'S ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Middle school awards line the shelves, next to high school 
photos taped on the wall, next to a newly minted diploma 
from Vassar College. A large overflowing suitcase still 
filled with the contents of Miranda's college closet sits at 
the foot of a twin bed. 

Miranda walks in and puts on sweatpants. She crawls into bed 
and turns off the light. She lies under the blankets for a 
moment, but her eyes remain open. She curls into a ball on 
her side and shuts her eyes, but they open again after a 
beat. She rolls onto her back, kicks her legs free from 
under the blankets and tries closing her eyes. 

A faint BUZZING can be heard coming from outside the room.

Miranda's eyes pop open. She rolls out of bed and walks out 
of her room.

INT. DIANE'S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Diane is still asleep on the couch and Miranda's phone 
BUZZES on the coffee table. 

Miranda walks to the phone and picks it up just as it stops 
buzzing. She looks at it and sees a missed call from an 
unknown number.
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Miranda walks with her phone into the hallway.

INT. DIANE'S APARTMENT - HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

The phone BUZZES again in Miranda's hand. There is a voice 
mail from the unknown number. Miranda plays the message and 
NURSE WYATT's voice plays on speaker phone.

NURSE WYATT (V.O)
Hello, Miranda. This is Nurse Wyatt 
calling from Cayuga Medical Center in 
Ithaca. Your father, Peter Stein, was 
brought into the emergency room 
tonight after a car accident left him 
in critical condition.

Miranda sinks against the wall and sits on the floor.

MIRANDA
Oh my god.

NURSE WYATT (V.O)
He asked that we call you and I think 
it would be best if you can get to 
the hospital as soon as possible. I 
can give you more information if you 
give me a call at-

Miranda hangs up the phone. She closes her eyes and leans 
her head against the wall, her breathing getting faster and 
heavier.

Miranda's eyes pop open and she stumbles to her bedroom.

INT. DIANE'S APARTMENT - MIRANDA'S ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Miranda races into her room and reaches under her bed for a 
SCRAPBOOK. She sits at the edge of her bed and flips through 
it. It's filled with pages of childhood photos and scraps of 
handwritten notes. There are some well-made photo prints 
that are marked with Miranda's name: photos she took 
herself. 

In the back of the book there are photos of a young Miranda 
with her dad, with the dates of summers up until 2010. In 
one photo, Miranda and Peter are standing by Cayuga Lake and 
they are laughing. Miranda smiles sadly.

Miranda pulls out a folded up letter from Peter dated June 
2011. Miranda reads a little of it. 
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The letter: Miranda, honey, I'm sorry. I know I messed up. I 
know I always mess up. I wish I could be a better father, 
and I wish I could find a way for you to understand.

Miranda slams the scrapbook shut and rushes out of the room.

INT. DIANE'S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Miranda leans over the couch and sees that Diane is still 
sleeping. She reaches her hand out, about to wake Diane, but 
then pulls her hand back. She stands straight and walks out.

INT. DIANE'S APARTMENT - KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

Miranda pulls a glass from the cabinet and fills it with 
water from the sink. She chugs it down as she stands at the 
counter. She fills it with water again and sips it. 

A VODKA BOTTLE catches Miranda's eye. Miranda picks it up 
and examines it. She pours herself a drink and sips it as 
she stares out the window. She finishes the drink and pours 
another. She stares at the drink and downs it in one gulp. 

CUT TO:

INT. DANCE CLUB - NIGHT

Flashing lights and sweaty bodies. Miranda, now dressed in 
tight jeans and a crop top, jumps to the beat of heavy 
ELECTRONIC MUSIC. She is surrounded by a tightly packed 
crowd. 

Miranda closes her eyes and allows herself to be rocked by 
the crowd. She is jostled into the arms of a MAN (late 20s, 
shirt unbuttoned to the middle of his chest). She opens her 
eyes and he smiles at her. They dance together for a few 
beats until Miranda lunges at him and kisses him. They make 
out for another few beats before Miranda guides him off the 
dance floor. 

INT. DANCE CLUB - BATHROOM - CONTINUOUS

Miranda pulls the Man into a fluorescent-lit single-use 
bathroom. They continue making out, and Miranda unbuttons 
his pants. She goes down on him. As soon as he finishes, he 
pulls out his phone. He checks something on it, even as 
Miranda stands and tries to kiss him.
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MAN
Hold on. Um, I just have to check 
something. I'll be right back.

MIRANDA
Oh, okay.

The Man leaves, and the door slams shut behind him. Miranda 
stands alone. She looks in the mirror and splashes some 
water on her neck. 

Someone opens the bathroom door, but Miranda rushes to close 
it and lock it.

MIRANDA (cont'd)
Someone's in here!

Miranda leans against the door.

Miranda paces in the bathroom.

Miranda stares at herself in the mirror.

Miranda takes a deep breath and opens the bathroom door. She 
steps outside.

INT. DANCE CLUB - CONTINUOUS

A barrage of light and noise hits her. She scans the crowd, 
looking for the Man. She can't find him.

Miranda walks farther into the club. She sees a man who she 
thinks is her guy, but when she reaches out and turns him 
around, it's a stranger.

Miranda stands among the crowd of strangers and tears well 
up in her eyes.

Miranda rushes outside.

INT. DIANE'S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM

Miranda cracks open the door and steps inside to find Diane 
still asleep on the couch. 

Miranda crawls onto the couch and curls up next to her mom. 
Her face is sticky and wet with tears.

Diane stirs and wakes up. She turns to look at Miranda and 
scrunches up her nose.

(CONTINUED)
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DIANE
Miranda, what the hell. You smell 
terrible.

Diane scoots away from Miranda and Miranda holds back more 
tears. 

DIANE (cont'd)
What time is it? 

Diane checks her watch and realizes how late it is.

DIANE (cont'd)
Oh, wow. What happened? 

Diane eyes her daughter.

DIANE (cont'd)
Did you go out?

Miranda nods her head yes.

DIANE (cont'd)
Are you all right?

Miranda shakes her head no.

DIANE (cont'd)
Are you hurt?

Miranda shakes her head no again.

DIANE (cont'd)
Oh, Miranda. What are you doing?

Miranda shrugs her shoulders.

MIRANDA
Mom, Dad was in an accident.

DIANE
What do you mean?

MIRANDA
I got a call from a hospital in 
Ithaca. He was in a car accident and 
he's in critical condition.

DIANE
Oh god, that's awful.

Diane looks at Miranda and extends a hand out to rub her 
shoulder.
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DIANE (cont'd)
Miranda, I'm so sorry.

Miranda nods her head in response.

DIANE (cont'd)
What is wrong with him exactly?

MIRANDA
I don't know.

DIANE
They didn't tell you?

MIRANDA
I got a voice mail from them. Then I 
went out.

Diane retracts her arm and sighs.

DIANE
Miranda, you should call the 
hospital. At the very least, you 
should know what's going on. He is 
your father.

Miranda nods. She slowly pulls her phone out and dials.

She talks into the phone.

MIRANDA
Hello, this is Miranda Stein. I- Uh, 
huh.

Miranda stands and paces by the couch as Diane watches her. 
She responds to the phone call and pauses to listen the 
responses from the other end.

MIRANDA (cont'd)
Oh, god. Right, I understand. So he 
can talk and everything? Okay. When 
will you know? Is there anything that 
I can- Mm hmm. 

Miranda stops pacing and stands still.

MIRANDA (cont'd)
You really think so? But if I were 
to- Okay. Okay, then. 

a beat( )
I will. Thank you.

Miranda hangs up the phone and looks at her mom.
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MIRANDA (cont'd)
So he was in an accident. He was 
walking in the middle of the road and 
he got hit by a car.

DIANE
Oh, god.

MIRANDA
He was drinking.

Diane sighs. 

MIRANDA (cont'd)
He has a bunch of broken bones and 
they're monitoring him. His brain is 
swollen or something, and he's fading 
in and out of consciousness, 
something about him being between a 
Level 3 and Level 2 coma. I don't 
know, she was talking so fast.

Diane stands and walks to Miranda.

DIANE
Shh, shh.

Diane gives Miranda a stiff, but firm, hug. She pulls away 
first and rubs Miranda's shoulders.

DIANE (cont'd)
I'll make you some tea.

Diane walks into the kitchen. Miranda walks into her room.

INT. DIANE'S APARTMENT - MIRANDA'S ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Miranda walks to the scrapbook on her bed and sits next to 
it. She opens it and runs her fingers over its pages. She 
flips to the letter in the back of the book and looks it 
over again as her eyes water.

Diane appears in the doorway with two mugs of tea. Miranda 
looks up at her.

MIRANDA
Mom, I think I'm going to Ithaca.

DIANE
Are you sure?

MIRANDA
I mean, I have to. 

(CONTINUED)
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DIANE
You don't have to do anything.

Diane walks further into the room and sits next to Miranda 
at the edge of her bed. She hands Miranda one of the mugs.

MIRANDA
No, but I do. I mean, not for him. 
But for me.

DIANE
You think it would be good for you to 
go up there?

MIRANDA
Well, whatever is going on for me 
here isn't really doing me much good.

Miranda gestures to her dirty hair and tear-stained face. 
Diane pushes a piece of Miranda's hair behind her ear and 
then sips her tea.

MIRANDA (cont'd)
I think I need some answers. From 
him. And this is serious, if this is 
my last chance to talk to him...

Diane swallows her tea hard and lowers the mug quickly.

DIANE
Shh, shh. You don't need to talk like 
that yet.

MIRANDA
Yeah well I won't always have a 
chance to talk to him. And, like you 
say, he is my dad.

DIANE
He is. 

Diane takes a deep breath in and out.

DIANE (cont'd)
It's just he's caused a lot of pain. 
I don't know if I have the strength 
to go up and see him. Even after all 
these years.

MIRANDA
You don't have to go with me.

DIANE
But, are you sure-
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MIRANDA
I think it's something I should do on 
my own.

Miranda sips her tea.

DIANE
I think you're very brave.

Diane and Miranda embrace. Diane kisses Miranda's forehead, 
stands and leaves.

Miranda puts her tea down on her nightstand. She picks up 
her phone and scrolls through her contacts. She lands on one 
name: "Isaac." Her finger lingers over his name. She is 
about to call, to text, to FaceTime, to do anything. But 
then she quickly retracts her finger and does nothing.

Miranda puts the phone down and sighs as she collapses onto 
her pillow. She lies in bed with her eyes wide open.

EXT. - MANHATTAN - UPPER WEST SIDE - DAY

Diane helps Miranda load a suitcase and a couple small bags 
into the trunk of the Subaru parked outside their building.

DIANE
Are you sure you packed enough? It 
doesn't seem like you have very much 
here.

MIRANDA
Yeah, I'm only going to be gone for a 
few days. You know, I'll just check 
on him, we can talk, and then I'll 
come back to my life.

Diane nods.

DIANE
half-hearted( )

Are you sure you don't want me to go 
with you? I can-

MIRANDA
I'm sure.

DIANE
All right. Now I do have a meeting 
this afternoon, but I still want you 
to text me and-
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MIRANDA
I'll be fine.

DIANE
I want you to call me as soon as you 
get there.

MIRANDA
I will.

DIANE
You remember how to get there, right?

MIRANDA
It was my whole childhood, I think it 
would be hard for me to forget.

DIANE
Right. Good.

a beat( )
And... keep me updated on your 
father. I hope he's all right.

MIRANDA
Okay.

DIANE
Are you going to be okay on your own?

Miranda nods.

MIRANDA
Will you?

Diane nods.

DIANE
I love you very much.

MIRANDA
I love you too.

They hug. Miranda gets into the car and waves goodbye to her 
mother as she drives away.
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